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an able writer, it remains to be seen 
whether he will prove himself an 
enlightened, executive statesman. 
To remove foreign embarassments, 
and provide against aggressions ; 
to conciliate the feuds of faction; 
to concentrate, without consolida- 
ting a federal republican empire j 
to establish and maintain a national 
character for patriotism and probity ; 
to encourage internal improvements, 
the arts and sciences, with imperial 
munificence ; to guard fiscal dis- 
bursements with an honest economy ; 
to cultivate peace, and prepare for 
war, are the great duties he has un- 
dertaken ! — duties, whose accom- 
plishment his country expects from 
his zeal, moderation, and abilities. 



To the Proprietors of the 'Belfast Magazine. 

ON THE INTRODUCTION OF CATECHISMS 
INTO FREE-SHOOLS FOR THE EDUCA- 
TION OF THE POOR. 

IT may perhaps appear irregular 
in me to reply to Publicola, 
through the medium of your Ma- 
gazine, that writer having chosen 
the Times (a London paper) to 
convey to the world his narrow 
sentiments, on the subject of schools 
for the education of the poor. 
I should be sorry to brand his 
paper with the character of illibe- 
rality, because I dislike calling 
names, and because I think that 
" Omnis corruptus judex male ex- 
aminat rem" Now were I to arm 
myself with displeasure, I should 
very much weaken my cause, I 
should not convince my antago- 
nist, and should close up the eye of 
intellect from fairly examining the 
truth. As the subject is not local, and 
as some of your readers may en- 
tertain similar prejudices with the 
writer, permit me to use your pages 
as a vehicle of reply to such sen- 
timents. Publicola scrutinizes the 



claim to originality of two rivals, 
Bell and Lancaster, and decides by 
taking it from them both. This 
brings to my recollection a trial 
once brought before a man of some 
fame for wisdom, by two women, 
each claiming to be mother to an 
infant-^Publicola sits in the seat 
of Solomon, who, threatening to di- 
vide the child between the dispu- 
tants, soon discovered the real pa- 
rent. The present case varies from 
this, it is between two nurses, one 
is avowed to have dropped the in- 
fant, and the other to have taken 
it up thus neglected, and patron- 
ized it; the latter therefore has 
the most immediate claim, as ap- 
proaching nearer to the natural af- 
fection of the real parent. 

But the weighty part of Publi- 
cola's letter relates to the Church, 
and the alarm which he manifests 
of the Church being in danger: 
I own I am sorry to see thus 
sounded the charge of religious 
controversy. Shall then no spot on 
all the earth be exempt from this 
fatality ? If real Christianity, or 
charity, which are synonimous, is 
to have any asylum in this world 
from the spirit of bigotry, the 
frozen hand of death, is it not in 
schools where children are ? is it 
not. in the mind of a child unin- 
fected with - creeds or dogmas, 
where this innocent spirit may 
find a sanctuary or entrance. 

The Roman Satirist exclaims, 

" Nil dictu fcedum, visuque hoec limina 

tangat 
Intra qusffpuer est." 

Is any thing more deserving the 
character of ftedum, ugly and de- 
formed, than religious controversy $ 
than that spirit which destroys the 
amiable affections, which alienates 
the minds, and opens the flood- 
gates of enmity and cruel hostili- 
ty, under profession of establish- 
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ing truth ? Yet these are the first 
principles to be instilled into the 
unoccupied minds of our youth, in 
the catechetical system. Now, [ 
call for the support of the liberal 
spirit of the Proprietors of the 
Magazine to pronounce ; — let there 
be no catechisms, no books of re- 
ligious controversy introduced in- 
to our public schools : let nothing 
be instilled into the minds of 
children, but what shall be mild 
as their mother's milk, that may 
faave none of the venom of asps, 
or gall of controversy. Let us 
give them food universally allow- 
ed to be good, thus strengthening 
their mental constitution rightly 
to appreciate whatever may be 
taught them as troth. Having a 
seminary thus instructed in general 
principles, though born of parents 
professing different principles of 
faith, they come to unite into one 
family of brotherhood ; they be- 
come of the flock of him, of 
whom it was once said, " One is 
your master, even Christ, and all 
ye are brethren." Now were an 
angel from Heaven to come down 
with a catechism in his hand and 
say to us, " Behold the truth," I 
confess were it to teach as truth, 
disputed doctrine, I should receive 
it with considerable hesitation, and 
certainly should not admit it into 
my school. No, the only book of 
religion fit for a child is the life 
of Christ, which is the more proper 
and applicable, as himself declares, 
that the spirk and disposition of 
a little child is the best claim to 
an admission into his kingdom. 
His doctrines, contained in his ser- 
mon on the mount, and in his pa- 
rables, are the best religious in- 
struction. I earnestly wish to see 
inculcated into the minds of 
children, as religions instruction, 
the life and doctrine of Christ; 



his life as demonstrative of the 
excellence of his doctrine. We 
might then hope to see a few 
christians in the world, thus in- 
structed ; and not as now, when 
a few speculative and mystical ar- 
ticles of belief are substituted in- 
stead of the substantial and vital 
essence of the gospel ; by which 
means a spirit of religious animosi- 
ty is cherished, and people calling 
themselves christians, are as far as 
possible from the metk and pa- 
tient example of Christ: war is 
introduced among christians, which 
is as remote from the genuine 
principles of Christianity, as light 
from darkness; as truth from er- 
ror; totally repugnant, and dia- 
metrically opposite to the principles 
of " Love your enemies, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for 
them that despitefully use you, 
and persecute vou." People call- 
ed Christians, seem to have fur- 
gotten the example of the meek- 
ness set by their professed master, 
to vanquish the spirit of war and 
contention. This is evident from 
the tenor of his life, which was 
a series of patience in suffering* 
Christianity is n»t an affair of spe- 
culation, hut an affair of practice. 
Now, I beg leave to ask Pub- 
licola, and those who think with 
him, what advantage they propose 
by prepossessing the 'children's 
minds with mystical doctrines, their 
memories rather, for the under- 
standing is evidently unconcerned. 
Supposing it very Truth that is thus 
inculcated, can any advantage' be 
gained to truth by" this preposses- 
sion ? I think not — Prejudice will 
ever be found to cloud and ob- 
scure clear judgment.- If you' say 
this pre-occupyingofthe mind or me- 
mory, is to preclude the reception 
of error, the argument is the same ; 
for X would have no mystical or 
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abstruse doctrines at all obtruded 
on their minds. Give them the 
open (lav and sun-shine: keep the 
ground of the heart open and un- 
occupied ; free from taint, foul- 
ness or bias of any kind : they 
will thus grow strong and vigorous, 
and be ready for the reception of 
truth in the right time, and assi- 
milate to it with a true filial re- 
resemblance. The Roman moralist 
declares — 

"Sincerum nisi vas 

Quodcunque infundts, acescet." 

and I have no doubt that the religious 
intolerance that occupies many 
minds in advanced life, and pro- 
duces so much unbrotherly tem- 
per, is derived from this early 
tincture and bias to particular 
creeds; the powers of the mind 
thereby become weakened, and in- 
stead of the generous flavour be- 
longing to the fruits of cultivated 
intellect; sourness ensues, and the 
best of man becomes a repository 
for the foulest passions. 

But seeing that there are men, 
who will give no ear to our ar- 
guments against the use of cate- 
chisms, let us at. least have a f«w 
of the youth of the community 
untinctured of early bias; that as 
their future fortunes may depend 
upon the exertions of intellect, 
they may come forward with minds 
strong and vigorous to enter the 
lists, and run the career of their 
destiny. From a constant reader. 

October, 181 1. A.S. 



To the Proprietors of the Belfatt Magazine, 

THE TRUE PATRIOT'S LAMENTATION; 
OR, THS HOKUOltS OF WAR. A 
VISION. 

T3E1NG last night in company 
with a few friends, our conver- 
sation, after some time, turned on 
the present agitated state of the .po- 
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/ideal world. Having made some 
observations on this topic, we were 
inclined to pursue it to some length, 
had not the lateness of the hour, 
and the labours of the day, pro- 
claimed the necessity of repose. 
Each person, therefore, retired to 
his own habitation. Our reflec- 
tions, however, made such an im- 
pression on my mind, that I was re- 
solved to recommence the subject 
on the following morning. But du- 
ring the silence of the night, Mor- 
pheus, as if willing to gratify my 
intention, presented me with the 
following vision. 

Methought, I was conveyed to 
a small strait, and placed on the 
main-top of a majestic vessel. From 
this elevated situation, I could dis- 
tinctly discern the surrounding ob- 
jects on every side. I saw on the 
South, innumerable multitudes of 
persons variously employed ; some, 
but, alas! a number comparatively 
small indeed, were offering up their 
sacrifices on the altars of the gods; 
others were cherishing the muses, 
whom they had long cultivated ; 
many were busy in the various de- 
partments of active life. My at- 
tention, however, was soon with- 
drawn from these scenes, and attract- 
ed by others, of a more striking, or 
rather, a more lamentable descrip- 
tion I gazed with astonishment up- 
on thousands, who stood on the 
plains, occupied in the exercises of 
deadly weapons, intended, me- 
thought for the destruction of their 
feltovj creatures. The glittering of 
swords, the roaring of cannons, the 
volumes of smoke that ascended the 
air, and the manoeuvres of horses, 
trained up like their masters in the 
art of destruction, were such fore- 
bodings of calamity, that I could 
not avoid turning my back to the 
dreadful spectacle. Having now 
looked towards the North, I was 
surprised to behold nothing, but ob- 
is b b 



